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1. MNikela Fidancev, Boris Selev, and Stevan Topgev, students ot Zagreb University,

. decided to eserpe to Greece with their friends, Georgi Jormov, o student at
Belgrade University, and Mirke Pecev, a siudent at the Ctrumics Gymnasium,

The f£ive egreec te meet in Strumica on I Jaly 1951 and to escepe to Greece in
twe groups. { I o Loy

2. Boris Belev, the leader, vent to.ltojakove, Djevdjelija District, to find a
guide to the bLedder. The guide that he found, refused %o take them because
the passeges that he kmew vere heavily guorded ot the btime. About the seme
time Fidencev succecded in obtaining from the Bigtrict Lorrmissioner of
Interior & "border permit" which allowed him to, stay 10 days in Dojren, on
Dojren Lake, for His health. § T E

3, On 27 July all five stydents ret again in Ctrumdea end Pelev seid that he had
found 2 guide vho would help themercss the border over the Belasica l‘ountains,
They agreed that the four would cross the border over.the Belasics Mountsins
en 3 Augusht, and that Fidancev would erosc the border on Dojran Lake, The
group agreed to take with them their bDirth certificates, student’s booklets,
and identity cards, The greuwp had no arme and they didnot intend to offer
any resistones 1f they vere eought wibile attempting td ‘erdss the border.
his decielon vas made becausze the penalty for an asca;pe atierpt wvas ueually
only two or three months in prison. ' [

4. On 28 July Fidancev went to Uojran. On 2 August Beley went to Dojran +writh a
group of tourists and told Fidancev that the dote of ¢ cope had heen fized
by the guide for 5 August. Belev and Tidencev agreed ‘that if the date of
escape vere chgnped, Fidancev would receive 2 note on 4 August by the local
bus. On 4 and 5 August Fidancev was followed by UDB men. Since Fidancev
raceived no note on 4 August, he precuned that there hod beenino chenge in
the escaps plans and he left Dojran of 7:30 P.0., swimming the four kilometers
aecrcss Dojran Lake to Greece.
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For an wnlnown; reason the Aate iof escape of Belgv ¥ group e, changed ’t-o
12 August 1951, In the.medntdme‘koce" Kosturauov Joined the groups °
Kosturanov yas born in 1930 in Ctrugdes, ' Lostubanov's father was a vealthy
merchant in “trumica beforg Yorld T 1, but after the wer all of his
property was confiscdted. and he waaaimpnisoned several times, - The father
then moved his farﬂy 'to Zagreb, whege Koce vas a student in Zagreb
University. - : <
B |

During the early marning hours of 12 Augu,gg‘}QSJ. the group started ocut.
They first passed near Kulis, and by, e;gvening of 12 August they reached
the area of the village of Dorlobos, three kilometers from the Greek
border. A%t this point they werc ambuahed by the UDB or the !ii1itia and wers
seized, _ . - iy -

- r-" ,"m-.\
A lMoslen £‘x‘om Dorlobos®later ;bold Mirko ‘S?opee'v, Tteve Topeev's brother, thal
during the night of 12.13 Auguat he had : seep ell flve studentsy with handse
bound, being morched by 111itis péfesnnel %o Dorlobos: Infarf:#gats and
rocidents of “trumlca beldeve that the five gtudenta were int;:« ogated by the
UDB, mistrected, and then shot at dawn on 13 ﬁugust 1951, ltoblem peasants
i‘rom Dorlobos, 1ho were-ordered by the UDB 09 ‘the morning of 13 August %o
carry the corpses on horses to lLosturine, s‘ctﬁ;ed later that the hands of the
students vere bound with wire and tnat the boéie« ware still ?aa'rm uﬁ'ﬁ thoy

moved them, ™

On 13 August 1951 the UDB crdered the Town Carpentars Cooperativa of Stnmica
to mke five coffine, vhich were sent Ly UDR tmﬂk to Kostwinoa

irco Topeev, wio was eznployad as & czj.trpenter in tho ‘l'own 'Carpentars Cooperative,

was ordered to accompany the coffine and to identify the corpees. Topecev
related later that each of the dend studedts had sateral billlet wounds in the
head, and that there ware tmulses on each of the ag. The throat of Belev
had bean ecub, and all ths fmgera of both of G-ecrgi Jamv's hands had been
cut off, .

At 11 pom. 13 August, a UDB t1ae. took the coffins to the témwry in Ctrumies,
In the meantime, UDB officlals called the parents of the murdered students,

and questicned them about the vhersabouts of their scons. lLater, the UDB informe.

ed the parents that their Thercic sons" wers killed while attempting to escaps
o Greece,? and that the funeral would teke place et 12:01 a.m. at the Struniea
cematery.: The news of the muder of the five students spread quickly in
Strunica, | jand ths peopls of the clty were so aroused over the atrac“ty that
several thousend: (sie) ppople attended the funeral, L %
%
The caffins of Stevo Tcpvw, George Jarmow, ! ireo Peceﬂz, end kece Kosturanov
were placed in one greve. Doris Bslev wna buried separately because he was
a Protestant, '

Folloving is soms biographicel informetion conceriing four of tne studente vho
were killeds

a8, Borls Belarv wag the son of Alexander, & mdical doetor who attended
medical shools in Belrut and Geneve. Alexandsy Belev, & Frotestant,
is a populer doctor in Struniem, Boris was born in Strumica in January
1929, and he gradunted from the Strumica gyrmasium in 1950, ~Before
attenpting to escape te Gresce, Borls wvas studying methematies and
phreice at Zagreb University. In 1946, he wmg arrested vith a growp
of Strurdea gyma,,im students for TR m@ivith&, and was relacaned
on parole, Mg did not have a gmvemn, scholars! 11}), and he was
molested by the suthorities because of his bnd pol itical record.

be Clavo Topeev was the .gon of Eiro, i) farmer merchant who dg serving &
five~yoar sontence in' Idrizove prison es an enti-Commutist, Topeev
was born in 1931 in Strumics, and he grodunted from the Strumica
gymmasium in 1950. Before attempting to escape to Gx*saaca,, he was &
student at the Zagreb Law School. He did not have a Fovermment

", scholarship, and he vas molested by the nuthorities because of hie
. father’s political belisfs and because his brother, Liubco, eacapsd
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Georgi Jarmov was the son of Tushe, a former merchent who has been
imprisoned twice for being an anti-Commmnist, Jermov wae born in
Strumica in 1928, and he graduated from the Strumica gymsaium in
1950, Before atitempling to eseape to Greees he was a student at the
lav Sehool in Belgrode. In_ 1946 he wes arrested with other Strunice
gymasium students for DROM activities, and he served two years in
Idrizovo prison. He vas molested by the authorities becauss of his
bad political record.

Mirco Pecev vas born in 1928 in Ctrumies, and he was a student in
Strunica gyrmssium. In 1946 he vag srrested for TMROL activities,
end he served three years in Idrizeove prlson.
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